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PURPOSE : To advise of recent correspondence from Mr. R. H. 

Bennett, Jr. , forwarded to FBIHQ by the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) , and to provide background data regarding 

a 2 al £ sis and an analysis of the book "Appointment 
In Dallas" by Hugh C. McDonald ^ , 

ST-l'y tEO l i a - 

, . ; CIA forwarded correspondence from Mr. R. H. 

iN\Bennett , Jr., President of the Hagoth Corporation, 

Oy Issaquah , Washington, to FBIHQ. Bennett’s corporation 
^manufactures a voice stress analyzer called the "HS/1 
Scanner." Bennett alleges that through use of the 
SHS/l Scanner he has determined that the book "Appointment 
In Dallas,” by Hugh C. McDonald, is an accurate account 
the . assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

;X The voice stress analyzer has been tested under a 
tVJ Government contract and found to be far inferior to the 
•- < - - 0 ^ polygraph and even inferior to merely observing a subject 
V aS 3 ra ? a ? s , of f etec ting deception. When McDonald's book 
-- “j J\ WaS P^iished in 1975 it was analyzed by FBI personnel 
_ "■ - 1— moat ^-fmiliar with the investigation and the decision was 
made tnat McDonald should not be interviewed. This 
^ is reflected in Cooke to Gallagher memo dated 
3/5/76, attached. In his current correspondence . 

and the President, Bennett complains that McDonald has 
never been contacted by any Goverjament agency re<^rdinga , 
his theory of the assassination. !§$ J 
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R ECOMMENDATION 5 ; 1. That Hugh C. McDonald, author of the 

ooa Appointment In Dallas" not be interviewed regarding 
allegations contained in his book.U^,^/ 

£ LEftlOSUai *&>*.:-**yr : 
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Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 



Memo Cooke to Gallagher 

RE: ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY 



2. That no response be made to Mr. Bennett's letter and this 
memo be filed for future reference in the event Bennett 



should correspond directly with the FBI .(A 

APPROVED: Adm.'S 



/ 



■'/ 

/> — 



Adm>S#rv... 




Ext. Affairs.. 




Fin. & Pers. 
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Intel!.... .. _ — 



Legal Coun... 
Plan. & Insp. 
Rec. Mgt, 

S. & T. Serv, 
Spec. Inw.. 
Training— 
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Director.. 

fifr***- W | 

Dep. AO Adm.. _(... 

Dep. AD InvJ W\ 

DETMLS: By attached letter, with enclosures, _____ 

dMIMill Deputy Director for Operations , CIA, furnished 
correspondence received from Mr. R. H. Bennett, Jr., 

^President of the Hagoth Corporation, Issaquah, Washington. 

Kalaris advised that the Director, CIA, has responded to Bennett 






\V 

> .V 



advising himthat his correspondence has been forwarded 
to the FBI 
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Enclosed were letters 

from Bennett dated 9/15/76 to Mr. George Bush, Director 
of the CIA, and to Mr. John A. McCone, former Director of 
the CIA, a copy of an open letter to President Ford dated 
7/4/76, and brochures from the Hagoth Corporation regarding 
the Hagoth HS/1 Scanner. The gist of the letters is Bennett's 
contention that the book "Appointment In Dallas," by Hugh C. 
McDonald, is an authentic account of the assassination of 
President Kennedy. Bennett arrived at this conclusion after 
taping a telephone conversation with McDonald in which he 
asked several key questions regarding the book. He then subjected 
the taped conversation to a "thorough voice stress study" 
through use of his Hagoth HS/1 Scanner and determined that 
McDonald was truthful in his answers and his account of the 
assassination was authentic. Bennett, in his letters to 
President Ford and to the CIA, stresses the point thait 
McDonald, in spite of his credentials as a former Chief 
of Detectives in Los Angeles County, California, and as a 
former CIA contract agent, has never been contacted by the 
Attorney General, the FBI, the CIA, the Senate, or any other 
agency of the Federal Government regarding his theory of 
the assassination. His primary motive, however, seems to 
be to gain publicity for his voice stress analyzer . 



Bureau indices contain no reference identifiable 
with Bennett or operation "Click Beetle" to which he refers 
in his letter to the CIA. A 
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of before a Subcommittee of the Committee 

rL™ \u Peratl ° nS ' HOUSe of Representatives, 93rd 
SL l,™ the use of Polygraph and Similar Devices 
ny Federal Agencies, the voice stress analyzer was 
considered as a technique for the detecting of deception. 

' coLid^S? ? ^ Se l h J' of Rordham University was 

considered by the Subcommittee. This report was the 

UniSd ^ a r SS ? rCh ? onducted b Y Kubis under contract to the 
united States Army Land Warfare Laboratory in 1973. The 

major purpose of the research was ,to evaluate the 
voice-analysis technique for its suitability in lie 
detection appiication. The report states in part, 
the findings indicated the clear inferiority of 
o^vT? 813 / 11 ita present state of development, not 
• V°^ ygraph ' but also to the judgments made on 
che basis of simply observing subjects’ behavior. The 

conclusion of this research is that neither of the presently 
v^Vd 1 ?? , v °rce-analysis instruments may be accepted' as 

paradigi^ eteCt ° rS ’ W±thin the constrai *ts of an experimental 

The 11/7/76 edition of the "Washington Post" 
contained an article which stated that Bennett used his 

S^d%i?^ alyz ?. at ? tements made fay President Ford and 
-residential candidate Jimmy Carter in the first two 

^ ebate ?* Bennett attempted to convince the 
President Ford Committee to use his findings which 
indicated that Mr. Carter experienced voice stress 
indicative of deception in some of his statements during 
offe?? however!^ PrSSldent F ° rd Coi ™ittee refused Bennett’s 



in oai i • Ib appears that Bennett is primarily interested 
in selling his voice-stress analyzer and attaches himself 
to popular issues and events in an effort to publicize 
the device . CL. 

BpnneH “ ajor i ss ue, perhaps, is the fact that 

Bennett, in letters to the President and the CIA, is 

attenblon to the fact that neither the FBI nor any 

theorv' 33 eVS ^ in ? arview ed McDonald regarding his ‘ 

ory of the assassination, in spite of McDonald’s credentials . 

. , . . ^ ^ ei1 the book "Appointment In Dallas" was 

lt W3S thoio ^^Y reviewed both at FBIHQ 
and in the field by Agents most familiar with the facts 

Ljie “““sination investigation. It was the recommendation «- 
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following this analysis that McDonald not be interviewed 
» as (the book) "appears to be another book based on a 
ridiculous theory, without any substantial foundation, 
solely for the purpose of financial gain.” 

The decision was made at/FBIHQ, as reflected 
in attached Cooke to Gallagher memo dated 3/5/76, that 
no investigative attention be directed to McDonald's 
allegations. This decision appears to remain valid. 












